
St. Edmund’s Academy PreKindergarten I 

May/June Newsletter 
 

Dates to Remember: 

 

PreKindergarten I Musical :  “Rockin’ Through the School Year with PreK I” 

Dress Rehearsal:   Thursday, May 12  10:00 

Parent Performance:  Friday, May 13  8:30 

Cast Party immediately following the Parent Performance 

Parent Teacher Conferences:  May 27 

Carnegie Library Field Trip:  May 18 10:00 

Splash Party:  June 2
 
10:00-12:00 

Rain Date:  June 7 10:00-12:00 

 

Core Virtue:  Hope is the belief in a positive outcome related to events and circumstances in one's life. 

We will read stories that expose the children to this concept and discuss as a group what they 

think hope means.  We will read books that highlite this concept to make it more meaningful to 

the children. 

Thanks          Thanks          Thanks           Thanks          Thanks 

Thank you to all of the parents who support the Scholastic Book Club; your donations help us 

purchase new books for the PreK I classroom.  We appreciate all of the books the parents bought 

for PreK I from the Book Fair.  Everyone is enjoying them. A special thank you to all of the 

parents who have helped make all of the PreK I parties such a success! 

Edwina sends her heartfelt thanks to all of the families that have shared their homes with her 

during the school year.  She continues to be available for home visits until the end of May.  

The children had a “blast” exploding their volcanoes in the PreK I classroom.  They learned new 

vocabulary words such as volcanologist, magma, ash, steam eruption and volcano.  All the 

children made individual volcanoes and learned that baking soda and vinegar mixed together 

have an interesting chemical reaction.  On Friday, the children watched the “Big Kahuna” 

volcano explode!  It was quite a treat!  The children made interesting wood creations using 

wooden puzzle pieces and wood shapes during W Week. To celebrate Easter, the children 

followed an alphabet trail to an exciting Easter egg hunt in Collella Park!  They enjoyed cooking 

a“bird nest” treat with the Chef!  During Passover the children tasted some traditional foods and 

listened to an abridged version of the Passover story. 

Choice Time:  The children will listen to the story The Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle which 

will help them complete a sequencing project about the butterfly life cycle. In the classroom, we 

have “Butterfly Life Cycle manipulatives for the children to explore. We will expose the children 

to some new vocabulary words such as egg, caterpillar (larvae), chrysalis (pupa) and butterfly 

(adult).  We have ordered live caterpillars to observe in the classroom and once they have 



emerged from their chrysalides, they will be released into Colella Park. A short movie about the 

Life Cycle of Butterflies will be shown. Dipping yarn in paint to make interesting pictures is 

ahead for Yy Week and fun zoo activities are scheduled for Zz week. 

Math:  The children will continue to be exposed to number concepts through patterning, 

ordering, counting, one-to-one correspondence sorting and number recognition activities.  They 

will have the opportunity to pattern with shape boards and play games that concentrate on 

numbers, activity sheets and activities using hands on materials.   

Color and Shapes:  The children are exploring colors and shapes in by using the color stencils 

for the light table.  They will have the opportunity to manipulate these transparencies 

independently or with a small group.  The children will work with colors and shapes to make 

creative artwork as well as make patterning projects. 

Science:  The children will plant seeds in flower pots that will be placed in Collella Park where 

they will observe their growth.  They will explore moon sand, obleck and flubber. 

Chef Combo:  A special Zoo treat is planned to end our cooking through the alphabet with Chef 

Combo!  We will make a few spring treats and the children will share their own creative recipes 

with the Chef! 

Computer: PreK I will continue to work with Kid Pix throughout May and into June.  The 

students have explored the program and are familiar with the tools.  The students will be given 

oral directions and asked to display their knowledge of the tools by listening to directions and 

completing instructions.  Students will be counting, creating shapes, and making simple patterns 

using the various tools.. 

Large Group Circle Time: The children will be introduced to the new month and the new Core 

Virtue. They will continue to listen to the Alpha-Tale book and say the letter of the week rhyme.  

The children will be exposed to the letter of the week, number, shape and color.  Books about 

butterflies, spring, zoo and bugs will be read. We will continue to highlight new vocabulary 

words as we explore these units.  

Small Group Circle Time:  Weekly letter activities are planned to expose the children to the 

alphabet in new and interesting ways. As we finish individual letter activities the children will 

now enjoy activities that continue to familiarize them with all of the letters.  Planned games 

include bingo and sequencing activities with a spring twist! Game day and puzzle partners will 

provide the children with the opportunity to cooperate with a partner and follow directions to 

complete a task.  “What’s Missing?” is a number activity where the children look at a sequence 

of numbers and determine what number is missing.  One-to-one correspondence activity sheets 

that have a spring theme will be presented.  The children will manipulate plastic shapes to 

complete tasks involving shape recognition and spacial relation skills.  The children will 



continue to journal by drawing pictures about specific themes, each child dictating a unique 

response to the journal prompt.    

HELP     HELP     HELP     HELP      HELP      HELP 

       Please check your child’s cubby on a weekly basis for art work and important notices.  We 

clean out the boxes every Friday, so please send a back pack with your child so we can put their 

cherished art work in a safe place.  Don’t forget to send seasonal clothing for your child to 

change into should he/she get wet. 

          

 

“Rockin’ Through the School Year with PreK I” is the musical this year.  The children have 

learned many songs this year and this show will showcase their favorites.  All parents are invited 

to attend.  The children will be making invitations so please look for them soon. The children 

have been working hard on the scenery and will add special touches to their costumes. The show 

will be held in the classroom on Friday May 13
th
 with a cast party immediately following the 

parent performance.  We hope you will join us for this wonderful event.  If you would like to 

bring in supplies for the cast party, please sign-up on the sheet in the 

hallway.  

The PreK I Splash Party is on Thursday, June 2nd from 10:00-12:00.  Rain 

Date is Tuesday June 7
th
.  Parents are invited to attend.  The 

children will have fun breaking open a piñata filled with 

yummy treats. A summer craft will also be provided.  A special 

luncheon is planned and most importantly the children will swim outside on the play 

deck!  All children need a towel, swim suit and bag with all items labeled.  This is a great way to 

end the school year!  We hope everyone can attend.  If you would like to volunteer to bring in 

some supplies please sign-up on the sheet outside the classroom.   

The end of the year field trip to the Carnegie Library in Squirrel Hill is planned 

for Wednesday, May 18
th
 at 10:00.  If you are interested in volunteering to walk 

with us, we would welcome your assistance.  Please sign-up on the sheet 

outside the PreK I classroom.  

     We look forward to meeting with all of the parents during Parent Teacher Conferences on 

May 27th.  Please sign up for a time slot on the conference sheet outside the classroom. 

     Thank you all for your support this year and most importantly for sharing your wonderful 

children with us.  It has truly been a pleasure to teach your children.  Have a fabulous summer! 

Ms. Lo, Ms. Rose and Ms. Vanselow 



 

 

 


