
 

St. Edmundôs Academy  

May/June, 2011 In The First Place 

Upcoming Date  

May 2 -  Field Trip  

May 5 ï 1st Grade Chapel Coffee 

May 9 -13  - ERB Testing 

May 16ðLower School Spring 

Concert 1:55 

May 18 ï Lower School Fine Arts 

Festival 6:00pm  

May 20 - Dress Down Day $0.50 

May 30  -   No School 

June 3 ðDress Down Day $0.50 

June 3 ðPTA Carnival 6:00pm  

June 6 ðField DayðDress Down 

Day $0.50  

June 7 - 1st Grade Ice Cream So-

cial 2:30 

June 8 ðLast Day of School for 

ALL studentsð Noon Dismissal 

June 10 ðKennywood 

 

May/June  

 óWord Wall Wordsô 

Week 30:  our, their, watch, door, 

should 

Week 31: room, pull, great, gave, 

does 

Week 32: sat, stay, each, ever, un-

til,  

Week 33: turn, thought, lot, bath  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Core Virtue in the month of 

May is Hope.  The children will be 

exploring different literature focus-

ing on ñhopeò. 

 

~ Hope is finding the light in 

the darkness.  

~ Hope is trusting in right 

ending.  

~Hope is the pillar that holds 



Music  

The first grade has been busy prepar-
ing for their musical, ñSpaced 
Out!ò  We hope that you were able to 
join us for our annual musical this 
year.  The children had a great time 
preparing the show for you.  Music 
class was dedicated to rehearsing 
songs, movements, and lines.  We are 
also looking forward to our Fine Arts 
Festival on May 18th!  Our students 
will prepare a spring concert and a 
talent show.  We will provide more 
details about this event very soon! 

 

 

Computer  

The First Grade students will 
continue to work on the logging 
in process.  They will also be 
working with compound words 
during the month of May.   The 
students will be using images in 
Clip Art in Microsoft Word to 
create compound words.  Stu-
dents will get their first experi-
ence with Word, how to use the 
basic features, how to format 
images, how to make Word Art 
titles.   The students will use the-
se tools again to make posters 
for a LOST PET. 

World Cultures  

We will finish off the year with a fun 
unit on Japan.  The students will learn 
about the geography,  food, art, music, 
folk tales and language of Japan.  We 
will also be studying various holidays 
and celebrations.  The students will be 
creating traditional carp kites to cele-
brate Boyôs Day and origami dolls in 
honor of Girlôs Day.  Thank you to all 
of the parents and volunteers for help-
ing with the parties and volunteering 
to speak in the classroom.  I appreci-
ate all of your help and I know the 
kids have really enjoyed hearing your 
stories.   Itôs been a great year!  

 

Literature  

We will be starting our poetry 

unit, which will take us through 

the next few weeks.  The chil-

dren will be exploring and cre-

ating many different types of 

poetry.   

 



P.E.  

During May, St. Edmundôs 
first graders will have a chance 
to choose the activities for a 
P.E. class.  Each student will be 
responsible for planning a class 
period with their favorite warm -
up and their favorite unit activi-
ty.  This is a fun way to review 
many of the different units, 
skills, and activities that we 
have learned so far throughout 

Science  

First grade will finish out the 
year completing the unit on 
ñAir and Weatherò.  We will 
continue to be meteorologists 
and chart the daily weather as 
well as measure temperature 
and rainfall.   We will focus on 
exploring ñWindò and how it 
affects our weather and sea-
sons.  We will  observe the evi-
dence of wind speed using 
bubbles, pinwheels and ane-
mometers.  We will look at the 
effect of wind direction and 
speed on kites.  Finally, we will 
learn how to graph the weath-
er, looking for weather pat-
terns, precipitation and chang-
es in weather. 

 

Art  

We will be looking at the color 
wheel and reviewing primary 
and secondary colors.  We will 
also be spending some time 
outside sketching what we see 
in nature.   Our final project 
will be based on van Goghôs fa-
mous Iris paintings.   The stu-
dents will learn how to observe 
a still life arrangement and 
then create a drawing based on 
their observations.       

Library  

During library classes in May, 
first grade will practice find-
ing their own books on the 
shelves with book hunts.  We 
will be working on building 
success and confidence to be 
independent library users 
through some fun activities.  
In addition, we will be reading 
several books which have 
been nominated for the Penn-
sylvania Young Reader's 
Choice Awards.  They will 
have an opportunity to vote 
on their favorites.   The Read-
ing Counts competition will 
be wrapped up by the middle 
of the month so that prizes 
can be awarded.  Their enthu-
siasm has been contagious 
and they have been working 
hard to earn points for their 
reading. 


